Enhanced Oil Recovery Institute
1000 E. University Ave. Dept. 4068
Laramie, WY 82071
Phone: (307) 766-2791
Fax:
(307) 766-2737

Wyoming Pipeline Authority
152 No. Durbin Street, Ste 250
Casper, WY 82601
Phone: (307) 237-5009
Fax:
(307) 237-5242

October 16, 2009

Senator Lindsey Graham
United States Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Graham:
Saskatchewan is a wonderful Canadian province, but when you are looking for leadership in
carbon sequestration and enhanced oil recovery technology, there is no need to leave the United
States. Visit Wyoming instead.
On September 19, 2009 the Regina, Saskatchewan Leader Post included an article that
highlighted your praise for the carbon sequestration and enhanced oil recovery work being
accomplished in Saskatchewan. The Leader Post wrote and included a quote attributed to you
that the Province appears to be “ahead of quite frankly the world with carbon sequestration”.
Elsewhere in the article, the Leader Post quotes you “This visit hopefully will allow us to go
back to our colleagues and say if you’re looking for solutions go to Saskatchewan, because they
exist.”
The Enhanced Oil Recovery Institute at the University of Wyoming (EORI) and the Wyoming
Pipeline Authority (WPA) have great admiration for the work of our friends in Canada.
However, the world’s leading research, development and application of carbon dioxide recovery
and utilization is taking place in Wyoming. Highlights of these activities include:
•

For 23 years carbon dioxide has been captured at the ExxonMobil Shute Creek facility in
southwest Wyoming and delivered by dedicated pipelines to enhanced oil recovery projects
in Wyoming and Colorado. Since 1998, over 32,000,000 additional barrels of Wyoming oil
have been produced as a consequence of the capture of carbon dioxide at Shute Creek.

•

Construction is underway to increase by nearly 50 percent the quantity of carbon dioxide
captured at the Shute Creek Plant. In central Wyoming, construction of 208 miles of
additional dedicated pipeline will allow the recovery and utilization of 1 million tons a year
of carbon dioxide from a gas processing plant in Central Wyoming. The increased recovery
of carbon dioxide at Shute Creek and the commencement of recovery from the plant in
central Wyoming will allow an additional ~100 million barrels of domestic oil to be
recovered from fields in Wyoming and Montana.

•

Working together, the EORI and the WPA have developed a model for an expansion of the
dedicated carbon dioxide pipeline system to capture and put to use additional sources of
carbon dioxide from power plants and from planned coal to liquids conversion plants. The
model for the expanded pipeline system uses a database prepared by the EORI of oil fields in
Wyoming that are economically feasible candidates for enhanced oil recovery using carbon
dioxide and the location of future sources of carbon dioxide to create a system that serves the
greatest need at the least cost.

•

The University of Wyoming and the Wyoming Geological Survey are carrying out studies
confirming the ideal nature of formations in southwest Wyoming as additional carbon storage
sites. These formations are on the geologic features known as the Rock Springs Uplift and
the Moxa Arch are excellent candidates to serve as a permanent repository for captured
carbon dioxide.

•

A map showing the location of the existing and planned carbon dioxide infrastructure in and
near Wyoming is attached. As the map and the points above illustrate, there is no need to
leave the United States to find world class research, development and ongoing application.

On behalf of the University of Wyoming Enhanced Oil Recovery Institute and the Wyoming
Pipeline Authority, we invite you to visit Wyoming and learn firsthand how insight and
ingenuity in Wyoming are addressing the energy issues of America and the world.
Sincerely,

James R Steidtmann
Director

Brian Jeffries
Executive Director
Wyoming Pipeline Authority
cc: Senator John Barrasso – Wyoming
Senator Michael Enzi – Wyoming
Representative Cynthia Lummis – Wyoming
Governor Dave Freudenthal – Wyoming
President Tom Buchanan – University of Wyoming
Mr. Bill Hawks, Chairman, Wyoming Pipeline Authority
Mr. Peter Wold, Chairman, Enhanced Oil Recovery Commission
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1- Rangely, CO
2- Patrick Draw
3- Beaver Creek
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